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Greetings Everyone                    Newsletter December 2014 

Attached to this email is our final Safety Bulletin for 2014. This one focuses on wires and 

wire strikes. If we include November 1st there were four wire strikes reported in October. 

Clearly this is an area that is demanding attention. 

 

In this edition you can read about: 

• New FAA Rule 

• Accident Report – a Lesson from Overseas 

• Free Offer on Simulator 

• Tail Rotor 

• Last Word 

 

New FAA Rule 

 

A new FAA rule might make it easier for EMS helicopter pilots planning flights into IFR 

conditions to integrate their aircraft into the national airspace system. The move is expected 

to improve the safety record of a group that’s experienced more than its share of fatal 

accidents. The rule, which takes effect on April 22 next year, will allow helicopter pilots “to 

assess the weather at a departure point where current weather observations are not 

available and allows the pilot to depart if the observed ceiling and visibility is greater than 

certain weather minimums.” This should allow pilots to use the minimum takeoff visibilities 

depicted in a published obstacle departure procedure or, in the absence of such a 

procedure, when the pilot-observed ceiling and visibility is greater than the minimum ceiling 

and visibility limitations required by specific helicopter air ambulance rules. The new rule 

offers pilots the flexibility of obtaining weather from a reporting facility within 15 nm of the 

departure point. The original rule crafted last February made it impossible for helicopters to 

operate IFR from airports with no weather reporting. 

 

Accident Report – a Lesson from Overseas 

The crash of an Alaska Department of Public Safety helicopter on March 30 last year was 

caused by the pilot’s decision to continue flying into deteriorating weather conditions, as 

well as the operator’s “punitive culture and inadequate safety management,” the National 

Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) said in a November 6 public hearing. The helicopter had 

been dispatched to retrieve a stranded snowmobiler near Talkeetna, Alaska, when the 

accident claimed the lives of the pilot, another state trooper and the snowmobiler. NTSB 

investigators concluded that a contributing factor in the crash was the pilot’s “exceptionally 

high motivation to complete search-and-rescue missions,” which raised his risk tolerance 

and adversely affected his decision-making. The investigation also uncovered details of a 

previous accident involving the same pilot. Among the board’s findings was that the 



operator lacked policies and procedures for effective risk management, such as formal 

weather minimums, formal training in night-vision-goggle operations and involving a second 

person familiar with helicopter rescue operations in the go/no-go decision. “Public agencies 

are not learning the lessons from each other’s accidents, and the tragic result is that we 

have seen far too many accidents in public helicopter operations,” commented NTSB acting 

chairman Christopher Hart. 

See more at this link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yeDHVZBEy88&feature=youtu.be 

  

Free Offer on Simulator 

 

Have you ever wondered how well you would manage in inadvertent IMC? Well you now 

have the opportunity to find out thanks to a very generous offer by Northland Emergency 

Services Trust (NEST) CEO Pete Turnbull. See NEST has installed a certified simulator and is 

offering it for one hour free of charge to any commercial helicopter pilots who care to visit. 

The simulator is at the NEST base Whangarei. To accept this great offer contact Pete 

Turnbull at ceo@nest.org.nz  You will need to show evidence of NZHA membership. 

 

Tail Rotor 

 

Tail Rotor is a section of the newsletter where we try and offer helpful tips to helicopter 

operators. 

1) In the course of carrying out AIRCARE™ Audits the auditors have commented that 

they have come across a number of air hose breakaway couplings that will not work 

in an emergency jettison. Here is a photo of such a case. 

 
 

Unless the retracting sleeves on the air couplings are captured so that they come 

back against their springs when the weight comes on the lines, these couplings will 



not release. In the photo it is the couplings that are secured to the blue plate 

whereas to work as intended it is the retracting sleeves that should be secured to the 

blue plate. This is helpful feedback from our AIRCARE™ Auditors which could prevent 

an accident. There is a real risk that when mounted incorrectly the hoses will break 

instead of the couplings releasing and when that happens they will typically flick up 

into the rotor and may injure the pilot on the way past. Ask the pilot who copped 

one in the eye last year! And never forget that things that go into the rotor often 

wrap around the pitch links – and they’re made of butter! 

2) Whilst not a regular role for most helicopters, we have heard a few whispers that 

this activity might be a bit more prevalent that first thought.  In addition to taking all 

the usual steps to ensure safety of the operation, please don’t forget to also have a 

look at Rule 91.705 which sets out a number of requirements to be met by both the 

operator and the pilot-in-command.  If you are contemplating a parachute-drop 

operation we recommend that you first discuss it with someone who has prior 

experience, you don’t usually have to go too far in New Zealand these days to find an 

active drop zone with experienced practitioners about.  

3) If you are an operator who carries a liferaft here’s a tip that will save you sqwillions. 

The EAM model costs $1400 + GST to recertify every year whereas the Winslow 

model only has to be recertified every 3 years. 

4) Help is at hand for SMS compliance once that rule is introduced. Aviation NZ is 

looking to offer members a very simple software programme that should make 

compliance straight forward. The programme will be preloaded with a whole raft of 

information and videos that will help you through this process. It’s all built around 

the KISS principle. Watch this space. 

5) Noise Abatement Certificate on-line renewal assessments are available at 

http://www.aia.org.nz/AIRCARE/Noise+Abatement+Renewal+Assessment+Helicopter.html 

6) An interactive spreadsheet that calculates charge out rates is available to members 

on request. 

7) The following link takes the reader to a great offer on new ELT’s. 
http://www.aia.org.nz/site/aianz/AvSafety%2040%20off%20Special.pdf 

 

Last Word 

 

To put it bluntly 2014 has been one hell of a year in respect of helicopter accidents so the 

sooner it ends the better! We need to do a lot better in 2015 and that is reliant upon 

everyone in the industry exercising sound risk management practices that will lead to better 

decision making. Don’t forget to download Safety Bulletin 3 attached. 

 



On behalf of the NZHA Chairman and Executive Committee I wish each of you a great 

Christmas and a safe and prosperous 2015. 

 

Keep it safe out there and as usual, send any feedback to sinclairjg@gmail.com and please 

support our sponsors.  
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